Police station site under fire

Building panel criticizes selectmen’s action
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NORTH BROOKFIELD— Taking off the gloves, a co-chairman of the Police Building Committee last night criticized the site that selectmen assigned for the new police station. 

On April 1, the Board of Selectmen voted 2-1 to put the police station on Grove and South Common streets in the Aztec industrial property being restored. 

At last night’s meeting of the selectmen, Eric Hevy, co-chairman of the Police Building Committee, said Selectmen James J. Foyle and Robert O. Lane voted without consideration of facts, research, or the opinion of architects. He said the decision was entirely political and a travesty for the town. 

Mr. Foyle and Mr. Lane voted for the site, and Selectman James N. Caldwell dissented. 

Mr. Hevy and other committee members asked Mr. Foyle and Mr. Lane whether they would reconsider their decision if a nonbinding referendum at the May 9 town meeting gave preference to a location on Grove or School streets in the Aztec site. They did not directly answer the question. 

Robert Filipkowski, building committee member, reminded board members that the police station was a community building being paid for by taxpayers. 

“It concerns me gravely that what the townspeople want may be disregarded by this board,” he said. 

Members of the Police Building Committee said if they had their way, contractors would already be constructing the police station on town-owned property at Routes 67 and 148. 

Because that property is designated as “town forest,” the committee chose not to attempt to surmount the obstacles to use that site. 

Mr. Cummings said aside from the placement of the building on the South Common Street site, there were unanswered and potentially costly issues of a brook flowing under the site as well as a sewer line. 

Mr. Foyle said those factors were not deal-breakers and he was concerned not only with what was best for the Police Department, but the best possible use of the entire site for the benefit of the entire community. 

